
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Training On The Umatilla Tribe’s Perspectives on Cultural and 
Natural Resources Management 

October 6 – 9, 2003 
An Outline 

 

Day 1, Monday, October 6 – Arrival Day 
1:00 p.m.  Arrival To Lake Hiyúumtipin’ 
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.  Set-Up & Settle In 
2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Introductions & Orientation 

Introductions of trainers and participants and orientation of the purpose 
of the training, accomplishments the Umatilla Tribe wants to achieve 
from this training, and other dialog 
Presented by: Jeff Van Pelt, Program Manager, Cultural Resources Protection 
Program, Umatilla Tribe and William Mellick, American Indian Coordinator, 
US Army Corps of Engineers/Walla Walla District 

3:30 – 5:30 p.m.  Setting Up Tee Pees 
Learn how to set up a tee pee and learn the history of this aboriginal 
lifestyle of housing 

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  Dinner 
6:30 – 7:00 p.m.  Discussion About Importance Of Sweathouses 

Open discussions about the importance of the sweathouse such as 
cleansing, how to sweat, and what to expect. 
Presented by Jeff Van Pelt and Carl Sampson, Chief of the Walla Walla Tribe 
and Tribal Elder 

7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Sweathouse  
 

Day 2, Tuesday, October 7 – Technical Day 
7:00 – 8:30 a.m.  Breakfast 
8:30 – 9:20 a.m.  To Be Announced 

Presented by Rick George, Program Manager, Environmental Rights Protection 
Program, Department of Natural Resources, Umatilla Tribe 

9:20 – 9:30 a.m.  Questions & Answers  
9:30 – 9:40 a.m.  Break 
9:40 – 10:30 a.m.  To Be Announced 

Presented by Carl Scheeler, Program Manager, Wildlife Program, and Gary 
James, Program Manager, Fisheries Program, Umatilla Tribe 

10:30 – 10:40 a.m. Questions & Answers 
10:40 – 10:50 a.m. Break 
10:50 – 11:40 a.m. To Be Announced  

Presented by Aaron Skirvin, Program Manager, Water Resources Program, 
Umatilla Tribe 

11:40 – 11:50 a.m. Questions & Answers 
11:50 – 12:00 p.m. Break 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch 



1:00 – 1:50 p.m. Managing Tribal Natural Resources From A Tribal Member’s 
Perspective And How Working With Non-Indians Can Work 
Presented by Michael J. Farrow, Director, Department of Natural Resources, 
Umatilla  

1:50 – 2:00 p.m.  Questions & Answers 
2:00 – 2:10 p.m.  Break 
2:10 – 3:00 p.m.  Open – BOT Member  
3:00 – 3:10 p.m.  Questions & Answers 
3:10 – 3:20 p.m.  Break 
3:20 – 4:10 p.m. Managing Tribal Cultural Resources From A Tribal Member’s 

Perspective – How I Have Created My Management Style 
Presented by Jeff Van Pelt, Program Manager, Cultural Resources Protection 
Program, Umatilla Tribe 

4:10 – 4:20 p.m.  Questions & Answers 
4:20 – 5:30 p.m. Native American Views And Values Of The Importance Of 

Geographic Landscapes On And Off The Umatilla Indian Reservation  
Presented by Carl Sampson, Chief of the Walla Walla Tribe & Tribal Elder 

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  Dinner 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  Story Telling 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m.  Sweathouse  
 

Day 3, Wednesday, October 8 – Aboriginal Day 
7:00 – 8:30 a.m.  Breakfast 
8:30 – 9:30 a.m.  What Is Archaeology? 
   Introduction to the reconstruction of past lifeways. 

Presented by Jeff Van Pelt 
9:40 – 12:00 p.m. Stone Tool Technology and/or Basket Weaving 

Participants will have an opportunity to learn hands-on the techniques of 
flintknapping. 
Presented by Jeff Van Pelt, Lloyd Barkley, Cultural Resources Technician 
III/Crew Supervisor and Joseph Alexander, Cultural Resources Technician 
I/Assistant Crew Supervisor, Cultural Resources Protection Program, Umatilla 
Tribe 
Participants will have an opportunity to learn hands-on the basic 
techniques of basket weaving with cedar bark. 
Presented by Rhonda Foster, Manager, Cultural Resources Program, Squaxin 
Island Tribe. 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m.  Lunch 
1:00 – 5:00 p.m.  Stone Tool Technology and/or Basket Weaving Continued 
5:00 – 5:30 p.m.  Clean-up 
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  Dinner 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  Cultural Presentations & Performances 

Presentations and performances will focus on traditional values, 
extended families, importance of understanding traditional value of food 
preparation and gathering, dancing, and the importance of passing on 
traditions to the youth. 

7:30 – 9:30 p.m.  Sweathouse  
 



Day 4, Thursday, October 9 – Skills Day 
7:00 – 8:30 a.m.  Breakfast & Morning Sweat At Sweathouses 
8:30 – 9:30 a.m. Native American Perspective Of The Importance Of Culture, The 

Language, And Traditional Foods And Plants 
   Presented by Carl Sampson 
9:30 – 9:40 a.m.  Break 
9:40 – 10:40 a.m.  Native American Perspective On Our World View 
   Presented by Jeff Van Pelt 
10:40 – 10:50 a.m. Break 
10:50 – 12:00 p.m. Break-Up Into Teams To Prepare For Aboriginal Games 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch 
1:00 – 3:30 p.m.  Aboriginal Contest To Demonstrate Skills And Abilities 

Participants will use their tools created during the training for the 
contests. 

3:30 – 4:00 p.m.  Awards 
Given to outstanding students for interest, attitude, and attentiveness.  
The CRPP will be purchasing prizes to allow those who try to meet the 
objectives the Umatilla Tribe is presenting and those who have shown 
outstanding participation to take home awards to be able to remember 
them of their experience on the Umatilla Indian Reservation. 

4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  Tear-Down & Departure 
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